Specimen of Goitre and Portions of Larynx and Trachea from a Woman aged 37.
By JAMES DONELAN, M.B.
THE goitre caused first left recurrent paralysis, then right, with inspiratory dyspncea. High tracheotomy was performed by the exhibitor, who was called in on the emergency. The patient died from tachycardia after the dyspncea had been relieved.
Dr. FITZGERALD POWELL thought it probable that the patient died as the result of pressure on the recurrent laryngeal nerves. The patient must have got adductor spasm, and it -opened up the question as to whether, where one found disease of the thyroid gland causing pressure on the recurrent nerves, one should not operate at once because of the great danger. Recently he had the case of a lady with a goitre on one side pressing on her recurrent nerve. She got adductor spasm, dropped down, went black in the face, and became unconscious. This occurred on several occasions. She was cured by operation: the right lobe being removed. Several cases had come under his notice in which death had occurred rapidly as the result of pressure by goitre. In all probability if the thyroid, or part, had been removed in this case the patient would be alive now.
Case of Laryngeal Growth. By P. R. W. DE SANTI, F.R.C.S. THIS patient, a woman between 40 and 50, was shown at. the meeting of the Laryngological Section, May, 1909,1 with a tongue-like growth attached to the anterior commissure and right vocal cord. This growth was movable, soft, and in colour like a soft fibroma. A piece had been removed and reported to be microscopically an angeioma. An important factor was that the whole of the right vocal cord was uniformly red and somewhat thickened. The growth was considered by members to be a soft fibroma. I removed it with endolaryngeal forceps, but since removal there has been a recurrence, and microscopic
